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EIGHTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
ADDRESS BY SIR RICHARD TEMPLE, 


My view of the Bible society is that it is a great 
association for publishing, issuing, and circulating 
the Holy Scriptures amongst some three hundred 
races speaking various languages, parts of all the 
branches of the great human family ; that the circu- 
lation is to be counted by millions annually, and that 
the total account on each side of income and ex- 
penditure is, at least,a quarter of a million sterling. 
In speaking to this resolution,* I presume that it will 
be expected that I shall give you a brief sketch of 
what the need is for the circulation of Holy Scrip- 
tures so immense throughout the world, and of what 
is the encouragement you have for supplying that 
need. I need not dwell upon the continent of Africa, 
for that part of the habitable globe has been touched 
upon in a picturesque and interesting manner by the 
president. But as I have been and still am a con- 
stant traveller in Europe, I may venture even here 
to offer one remark, viz., that wherever you go in 
Europe, in any Central place, you will find an English 

, place of worship established, with a regular congre- 


gation, and with a complete local organization; and ~ 


although it is but too true that some decay of the 
ancient faith is visible among the middle and upper 
classes, and indeed amongst all classes on the Conti- 
nent, yet recollect that, so far as Roman Catholic 
Europe is concerned, that decay is traceable, as I 
believe, to the want of the Holy Scriptures, and that 
those Roman Catholics who, for want of means of 
studying the Holy Writ become Agnostics, are likely 
to become God-fearing and believing people when 
they have the opportunity through your colportage 
-arrangements for understanding what the Bible really 
is. Actually, as regards even the decay of faith, I am 
bound, in justice to our fellow Christians across the 

*The resolution in support of which Sir R. Temple spoke 
was— oe 

That the report, a portion of which has been read, be re- 
eeived, and printed under the direction of the committee; 
that Joseph Gurney Barclay, Esq., Vice-President, be re- 
quested kindly to continue his services as Treasurer, and 
that the following gentlemen be the committee for the ensu- 
‘ing year, with power to fill up vacancies. ena 


channel, to say that in Catholic Europe—in Seville 
in Spain, at Cracow in Poland, at Dresden in Germany, 
in Russia at Odessa, at Kieff, and at Moscow—I have 
myself witnessed at the celebration of high mass 
very large and attentive congregations—congrega- 
tions, recollect, largely composed of men of all ages, 
as well as of women. And on last Good Friday I 
was present at a French sermon, preached at Avignon 
in the south of France, that lasted two hours, upon 
the events attending the Crucifixion. Throughout 
the whole of that long time the attention of the 
audience was rapt and riveted, and that audienee 
largely consisted of working men and their families. 
We may be assured that there is yet hope for the 
full maintenance of Christianity, even in the darkest 
parts of Europe. Passing further abroad, I have 
travelled in Palestine and in all the countries adjacent 
to the Holy Land; and I can tell you that there are 
at almost all the principal places Protestant Missions 
established, and there is, through European influenee, 
especially British influence, every opportunity for cir- 
culating the Scriptures among the veritable descend- 
ants of the Canaanites of old, men who can read now 
in the Holy Writ as it is translated in their language 
amidst the very scenery described in the sacred nar- 
rative, and who can understand how the very local- 
ities in which these events occurred were described, 
with a prescience more than human, so accurately: 
four thousand years ago that men travelling nowa- 
days may take their guidebook and their guidance 
for travel from the Bible itself. If that effect is pro- 
duced upon us, what must be the effect upon the 
minds of men who have been born, bred, and brought 
up in the localities? I pass on to India. My friends, 
if your work is to succeed there you must believe in 
the reality and success of Christian Missions in that 
country, notwithstanding all that may be said to the: 
contrary. Do not be ready to believe whatever may 
be said against the Missions, but wait to see what 
replies can be made to the objectors. I trust that 


"you will cherish the faith that Missions are a grand 


and a magnificent success, that their converts are 
real, that their teaching of Christianity and the edu- 
cation given are producing good effects, and that 
their missionaries are all you could hope for, and: 
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almost all you could possibly desire. My friends, it 
is the success of religious Missions in India that will 
afford a great field for the operations of your asso- 
ciation. Already there are at least half a million con- 
verts. There are a quarter of a million of children 
undergoing missionary instruction in our schools. 
For them—for all this vast multitude—you require 
the circulation of the Scriptures, and for this purpose 
there is the great Christian Vernacular Education 
Society, working, I presume, in harmony and in con- 
sonance with you. It circulates hundreds and thou- 
sands of copies annually, of the Scriptures. Well, 
then, you have the work of education, but before I 
touch upon that I should point out that there are at 
least twenty-seven millions of our Indian fellow- 
subjects who have no established or fixed religion at 
all of their own, quite apart from the Hindoos and 
the Mohammedans, and if the efforts of the Christian 
Church shall only prove equal to the grandeur of the 
occasion, there is no doubt that within two or three 
generations the whole twenty-seven millions may be 
converted to Christianity if you—Christian England— 
furnish the adequate means. There, then, is a future 
field for the circulation of the Scriptures through 
agencies such as yours. 

Now, I have one word to say about the progress of 
education. Recollect that the Western education 
which is being furnished by the government is rapidly 
undermining the faith of the people in their own 
ancient religion. Well, then, what must be substi- 
tuted? Perhaps they may not immediately embrace 
Christianity, but at all events every boy—and I wish 
I could say every girl—who goes to the government 
schools, leaves them with a mind at least open for 
the reception of the truth, and with eyes ready ‘to 
read those copies of the Bible that shall be circulated 
through agencies like yours. One word as to edu- 
cation among women. Female education, unknown 
for many generations and countless ages, from the 
beginning of the world, is now spreading throughout 
India, and literature of all kinds is beginning to cir- 
culate in the inner apartments of the women. Let 
us hope that the Bible shall find its way thither too, 
‘and that it may spread a ray of everlasting light into 
localities that have been long darkened. One further 
word as to the effect of this education, Pray recol- 
lect that it has led to the establishment of the Brahmo 
faith. That faith can hardly be called a definite 
religion. It is a vague kind of Agnostic Theism, and 
the Brahmos are thoroughly alive to the value and to 
the interest of Holy Writ. They constantly refer 
to the Bible as the best source of ancient history, 
while their very sermons, discourses, and lectures are 
founded very often upon passages from the New 
Testament. There is a field! We are bound, I say, 
having made these men what they are by our secu- 
lar administration, to furnish them with the means of 
understanding the book of eternal life by providing 
agencies like that which I have the honor of address- 
ing. And then, if it be thought that men thus brought 
up will like modern literature rather than studying 
ancient writings, even of the most venerable antiquity, 
let me remind you that one of the most remarkable 
intellectual characteristics of the rising generation of 
educated natives is a desire to go back on the earliest 
writings of all nationalities in the world. This is the 
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age of the revival of ancient literature. Ancient 
books are now studied with a degree of attention 
heretofore unknown, and thus we have every hope 
that with this newly acquired taste for works of the 
hoariest and gravest antiquity, they will be led to 
that Book which, of all others, throws the greatest 
light upon the origin of human civilization in the 
highest sense of the term. 

Now one word as to the Mohammedan countries. 
I have actually heard it stated as an objection to 
Missions, and as a proof of their inutility in Moham- 
medan countries, that Mohammedans are already 
half-believers in Christianity. There is some truth in 
that. My friends, if you would go to Jerusalem, noth- 
ing would appear more astonishing to you than that 
next to Mecca, which is their holy city, Jerusalem is 
deemed the holiest by them. By the very walls of 
Jerusalem they have that cemetery in which it is the 
desire of the most pious Mohammedans that their 
bones should be laid after death. Such is the open- 
ness of the Mohammedan mind for the reception of 
the Bible, and, at all events, you may be sure that 
whether the reading of our Scriptures shall or shall 
not induce them to abandon their faith in the false 
prophet which they have superadded, as it were, to 
the Christian faith, they will be among the most 
attentive readers of those copies of the Bible which 
you may circulate among them in their own languages. 

Now I need not say much as regards China, be- 
cause the seconder of this resolution is a great 
authority from that region, but I will venture to say 
something, having lived long in a country adjacent to 
China, where the prevailing religion is a sort of modi- 
fication of Confucianism—a kind of philosophical 
Theism. The men who are brought up in a faith of 
that kind—if I may call it a faith at all—are the very 
men who have their minds open to the study of the 
Scriptures. As to Buddhism, I have not seen the 
Buddhists of China, but I have seen a great deal of the 
Buddhists of Thibet, which is now perhaps the most 
sacred headquarter station which Buddhism pos- 
sesses, and I have myself governed various Buddhist 
communities adjacent to the frontier where hostilities 
were recently conducted by British forces. I venture 
to affirm, however, that whatever Buddhism may 


. have been many centuries ago, as it originated in 


India as a reformation of Brahminism, it is now 
utterly dead, effete, and lost forever. There is, how- 
ever, among all the Buddhists among whom I have 
laboured and administered a remarkable liberality of 
thought, and I am convinced that if copies of the 
Scriptures in the Buddhistic languages through your 
means shall be circulated amongst them, there will 
be thousands upon thousands of attentive and profit- 
able readers. 

I do not think I need say much about the Colonies, 
as I trust some other speaker is to address you upon 
that subject, but as a Canadian traveller I feel bound 
to say that it is a Christian duty put upon us who. 
enjoy all the blessings of religion in the mother 


country to send copies of these sacred writings to our. 


brethren in the Bush, who are working in the most 


courageous manner under every possible discourage- | 


ment, amid the solitude of the prairies, many thou- 
sands of miles away from the sight of their fellow- 
countrymen. ‘ 
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I should say one word about Australasia. It is in 
the islands of the Pacific that many of our Protestant 
Missions are attaining the most remarkable success. 
I have no doubt whatever that if British influence 
shall happily be established and extended throughout 
the great Archipelago, the day is not far distant when 
the whole population, without any exception what- 
ever, will be Christian. There is a grand field for 
your work in conjunction with that of religious 
Missions ! 

Now, lastly, one word about Africa. British re- 
sponsibilities there are growing every day. Why, the 
very competition with foreign nations compels jus to 
advance—to advance, no doubt, for imperial, for 
political, for commercial reasons; but such advance, 
profitable as it may be to us hereafter as a world- 
wide empire, involves us in responsibilities. We are 
bound not only to evince the highest qualities of 
Christian morality, but surely we ought to circulate 
amongst these poor African races in their own lan- 
guage that Book from which we derive our own 
inspiration; and it is a blessed thing to reflect that 
through the efforts of our countrymen the Bible is 
being translated into almost all the languages—or at 
least into many of the languages—that are being 
spoken by the numerous tribes that inhabit that vast 
continent. Think of all the miseries to which the 
poor Africans are subject—miseries the like of which 
are not borne by any other section of the human 
family now living. Think of all their internecine 
feuds by which they prey upon one another. Think 
of all the horrors of the slave trade. Think of the 
ravages sometimes made upon them by filibustering 
men of theso-called superior races. Think of all the 
anguish that these poor creatures have to endure. 
The truth is that even to an experienced man who 
reads these things it is hardly credible that in this 
nineteenth century such abominations should be 
aHowed to prevail. Then do let us try and give 
them, at all events, a chance of receiving that conso- 
lation which is derived from Holy Writ, and which 
will never fail even under the gravest and direst 
calamities of life, and which shall at all events take 
some light into these darkened homes and give some 
comfort to these sorrowing hearts. 

May I, in conclusion, remind you that we are 
to-day, by an annual meeting so influential as this, 
celebrating not only a great religious but a great 
literary achievement. I know not whether it has 
ever been given to any other nation, ancient or mod- 
ern, to show such great linguistic activity as that 
evinced by the translation of such a book as the 
Bible—a book so elaborate, a book which really 
combines in itself a small ancient library—the trans- 
lation of such a book as this into almost 300 lan- 
guages, and to reflect that almost all those—the vast 
majority of those—who speak those languages are 
either fellow-subjects of our own or are under the 
direct influence of our own government. And, after 
all, what book at this moment, even in this busy 
struggling land of England, creates so much interest? 
You all remember the day—it is only the other day— 
when the Revised Version of the New Testament 
came out. Was any book ever sought within living 
memory with such avidity? Was there ever any 
book of which so many hundreds and thousands of 


apt 
. 
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copies were circulated within a few hours? No 
writer, no publisher, however famous or celebrated, 
could ever obtain for any uninspired book such a 
circulation as that which was obtained without the 
slightest effort at publication, or issuing, in one day 
by the Revised Version of the Scriptures. Now is 
not this an encouraging thing—an encouragement 
and a spring of eternal hope to us to try and spread 
this work among all those who believe and. those 
who do not believe. To those to whom it has not 
yet been given to believe in the Book, it will consti- 
tute the most romantic and interesting of histories, 
the grandest of poetry, the most glowing of elo- 
quence. But to usit does more. It give us the one 
hope we have of something beyond the grave. It is 
the book which awakes in us the thought that we 
were not made to die. It is the book that makes us 
feel sure that we are not to perish like the beasts of 
the field, or the fowls of the air, or the trees of the 
forest, or the rocks of the mountain, but that we are 
to have a blessed immortality if truly, as was said by 
one of our latest philosophers, over each of our 
graves it may be written—“ Obdormivit in Christo ” 
—‘He fell asleep in Christ.’’ 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


IN MEMORIAM. WM. M. PATTERSON. 


It is with great sorrow that we record in these 
pages the death at Caracas of the Rev. Dr. Patterson, 
late Agent of the American Bible Society in Vene- 
zuela, after a residence there of only sixteen months, 

The last letter received from him, dated Maracaibo, 
July 31st, told of his visit to that place, which had 
been postponed from time to time because of the 
prevalence of yellow fever. Init he says: ‘‘We have 
been here four days. I have not been able to find 
any house in the city willing to keep the books for 
us. The priests and papers at once attacked us as 
fiercely as possible. Some of the common people 
threaten us with violence. Some tell us that they 
have had that book before, but it was burned by the 
priests. Some buy the book on condition that the 
priest will approve it, and afterward return it. The 
weather is extremely hot, and the worse for the fact 
that the streets are all deeply covered with sand. 
Persons who are friendly are continually warning me 
of danger to health. Once as I stood talking to a 
druggist, a yellow fever nurse, all spattered with the 
black vomit, rushed up to get some medicine. At 
the request of the American consul, I performed the 


‘burial services over the remains of a gentleman who 


died of yellow fever. He had buried another the - 
previous day. The captain of our steamer allows 
me to remain on board at night, which goes far in 
the protection of health. My colporteur has been 
able to do but little, very little.” 

Immediately after Dr, Patterson’s return to Caracas, 
symptoms of fever appeared, and in spite of the most 
assiduous nursing and the best medical counsel © 
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which the city could provide, it terminated fatally on 
the 19th of August. His body was buried the same 
day in the national cemetery, the burial service of 
the English Church being read by the British consul. 

Some affecting incidents of his last illness are told. 
On the very last morning, after.a night of restlessness 
and fever, he took a Bible in his hands and turned 
its leaves to find some of the precious promises, which 
he craved, and which as repeated to him by Mrs. 
Patterson gave him peace. 

The same morning, one of the colporteurs, who 
had been his companion in travel, and who was 
greatly exercised about his sickness, begged for ad- 
mission to his bedside, that he might offer up prayer 
there for his recovery. The dying man gave him a 
parting charge to “be faithful,” and speaking of his 
own work for the Bible Society, added, “I have tried 
to do my duty.” 

In Venezuela, as in Cuba, the printed book has 
gone in advance of the school and the pulpit, and has 
demonstrated the interest of the people in evangelical 
truth. While Dr. Patterson’s immediate charge was 
to circulate the. Holy Scriptures, and to make every- 
thing subordinate to that end, he met with striking 
illustrations of the readiness of men to hear the 
preached word. At Caracas, a congregation of more 
than a hundred men met statedly in a hired hall, as 
often as he was at liberty to speak to them. In this 
congregation were doctors, lawyers, merchants, and 
mechanics, as well as representatives of the Supreme 
Court, the Senate and the Congress, who manifested 
the greatest interest in his preaching. He was able 
to clear away some prejudices against Valera’s ver- 
sion of the Bible, by putting it beside Scio’s and 
showing their substantial agreement. Some social 
prejudices gave way, when people saw the happy 
family life of a married Protestant minister; and 
although the number of volumes of the Scriptures 
actually put into circulation is not so large as was 
reported by Mr. Milne and Mr. Penzotti, on their visit 
to Venezuela, under different circumstances, in 1886, 
a great deal has been accomplished for the reforma- 
tion of morals and the quickening of a new interest 
in the gospel. 

Dr. Patterson was a native of Missouri, and was 
fifty-one years of age. Mrs. Patterson, with her son 
and daughter, left Caracas a few days after his death, 
passing through New York on the way to her mother’s 
home in Memphis. 

The Board of Managers adopted the following 

minute, at the meeting on the 5th instant : 


The Board of Managers of the American Bible 
Society learn with deep regret of the death of. the 
Rev. William M. Patterson, D.D., which occurred 
after a brief illness at Caracas, Venezuela, on the 
19th of August last. It was only last year that he 
entered upon the service of the Society, but before 
that time he had spent nearly ten years as a mis- 
sionary of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
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in Mexico, where by his energy, courage, zeal, and 
fidelity, he had won a good name as a pioneer 
preacher of the gospel of Christ. Having received 
an appointment from the Bible Society early in 1888, 
he embarked from Vera Cruz for Venezuela, and 
after a tedious passage he reached Caracas on the 
tgth of April and began to lay the foundations of a 
new enterprise in advance of all organized efiort to 
establish Protestant institutions. His death, just six- 
teen months later, is a serious calamity, for although 
he encountered many difficulties, due partly to the 
climate and the lack of efficient helpers, but especially 
to the violent opposition and abuse of an intolerant 
priesthood, he had demonstrated that the way was 
open, even there, for evangelical missions, and that 
many were prepared to give heed to the gospel. 

Dr. Patterson made several trips of exploration 
along the coast and up the valley of the Orinoco. 
In July he was at Maracaibo, where in attending; at 
the request of the American consul, the funeral of a 
victim of the yellow fever, he contracted the disease, 
and shortly after his return home he was stricken 
down with it, and died after ten days of severe 
suffering. 

The Board tender to Mrs. Patterson and her family 
the assurance of their sympathy in this sore bereave- 
ment, and record their high appreciation of the 
memory of the friend who is so suddenly removed 
from arduous work to the rest and joy of a better 
world, 


TURKEY. 
BrIsLE HOUSE, CONSTANTINOPLE, July 17, 1889. 

_ We have decided to make trial of a scheme for the 
fostering among our colporteurs, of a kind of esprit 
du corps, and for the dissemination among them of 
intelligence in regard to Bible work, not only from 
different parts of Turkey, but also from other parts. 
of the world. It will be in the shape of a long letter 
once in two or three months, of which we will take 
the necessary number of impressions, and send:a 
copy to each colporteur. The colporteurs will be 
invited and encouraged to write us any interesting 
experiences with which they may meet, and the effort 
will be made to have each one get in a greater or less 
degree the benefit of the experience of others. It will 
be prepared in the Armenian and Armeno-Turkish 
languages. The idea was given to me by one of our 
native superincendents. We have reason to hope for 
excellent results, if we are able to carry out the 
scheme. ie 
Mr. Marsh, of Philippopolis, has been interesting 
himself very much in the circulation of the Bible 
among the Bulgarian soldiers. I.am very sorry to 
report that he has just met with a very serious ob- 
stacle, which occasions him a great deal of anxiety: 
An order has been issued that the officers will not 
permit the circulation of Protestant literature, in 
which the Bible appears to be included, among those 
who are of the Orthodox Bulgarian faith. This ex- 
treme measure seems to be due to the influence of 
the Exarch and clergy, who are at work, says Mr. 
Marsh, “not to serve the Lord and bless the people; 
but to fight the Protestants, and oppose the circula- 
tion of God’s word.’* ss svete ae, Crarkedive Sete eet 


| 
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Here are one or two items of interest I find in a 
letter from the colporteur in the Nicomedia district. 
In one place he found a kind of association of women 
of the Orthodox Armenian communion. He gave 
them a Bible, with considerable. doubt as to whether 
or not they were likely to make any good use of it. 
Some time after he learned from one of the members, 
the wife of a priest, that the book was in use in their 
meetings, and that many who had been utterly igno- 
rant of it, were becoming acquainted with its precious 
contents. This same man, one day walking in the 
market-place, stopped before the shop of a goldsmith, 
and after reading a few verses from the book of 
Psalms began to speak of the word of God as better 
than gold, even than much fine gold, when another 
goldsmith standing by and listening stepped up and 
purchased a Bible. 

It is pleasant to receive such testimonies to the 
worthiness of our colporteurs, as that which Miss 
Bush of Kharpoot gives concerning Mardiros at Diar- 
bekir: “He is an earnest Christian man, a comforter 
to the mourner and poor and sick. He loves his 
work and is glad init. Every sort of person is seen 
to stand at his open shop and look at his unusual 
style of goods, ask what they are and perhaps come 
again to buy. He can enter all the schools in Diar- 
bekir to sell books, save the Latin Catholic Girls’ 
School. In the same way he is privileged to enter 
any of the houses in the city, that is, houses of Chris- 
tian races, carrying with him specimens of his books, 
and preaching the gospel to individuals.”’ 

Miss Bush relates the story that recently some Cath- 
olics and Armenians were comparing the Ancient 
Armenian New Testament with our version in the 
modern language, and made the discovery that in 
Matthew xxv., where our version speaks of the ten 
virgins going out to meet the bridegroom, the Ancient 
says they went out to meet both bride and bride- 
groom. “There,” they exclaimed to Mardiros, “you 
see that your version is wrong.’’ But Mardiros was 
easily able to satisfy and silence them. by explaining 
that there was no real discrepancy, and that whoever 
examines into such differences of text, must know 
the ancient languages and be able to search old 


_ manuscripts. 


Miss Bush also narrates as follows: “ Near Mar- 
diros’s shop was a shoemaker, a Gregorian. He was 
irreligious and intemperate. He had a poor, little 
orphan apprentice, who greatly desired to learn to 
read. Mardiros begged the shoemaker to let. the 
boy take lessons, and to his surprise he allowed it. 
After he had finished the primer Mardiros begged 
here and there a few piasters, with which to buy the 
boy a Testament, which he is now diligently reading. 
In the same shop is a Catholic, a grown man, who 


is wretchedly poor and with a. large family. Seeing 
the boy’s earnestness in study, he commenced to 


learn to read and ina very brief time went away ahead 
of the boy. Sometimes he grows discouraged and 


_ says, ‘I am afraid that if I read I shall be wicked as 


some others are.’ But Mardiros assures him that this 
is only a suggestion trom Satan himself, and that if it 
were really true, Satan would bid him ‘read.’ The 


shoemaker also was evidently affected by the lad’s 


example. _ He became very ill, and when near death 
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very low, but rousing a little, to the surprise of every 
one, he said, ‘You are welcome, Baron,’ then re 
lapsed into the same stupor. Rousing again he spoke 
in a clear voice and with deep anxiety asked, ‘ Baron, 
what shall I do?’ Mardiros replied, ‘Look only to 
Jesus, repenting of all your sins and begging of him 
salvation.” The man lifted his eyes and outstretched 
hands to heaven for answer, and sank back again into 
the stupor, which continued until the evening, when 
he passed away.” Very sincerely yours, 
M. Bowen. 


BULGARIA. 


LETTER FROM THE EUROPEAN TURKEY MISSION. 
SAMAKOVYV, April 22, 1889. 

The Mission of the American Board to European 
Turkey is now holding its eighteenth annual meeting 
in this city. Nine of the ten male members of our 
Mission are present. We are happy in again having 
with us our oldest member, Rev. Dr. Riggs, and also 
Rev. Dr. Green of the Western Turkey Mission, Rev. 
T. R. Sampson, from Salonica, of the Greek Mission 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church, and Rev. J. A. 
Tonjoroff, delegate from the Bulgarian Evangelical 
Society. One other is much in our minds these days 
because of his absence. Our much-esteemed and 
beloved brother, Dr. I. G. Bliss, has always been 
most welcome, for fellowship ‘and counsel, in these 
yearly gatherings. His work in all these lands will 
last, and he will not be forgotten. We have hoped 
that Mr. Bowen, his successor, would be with us at 
this time, as was expected. Many of us have the 
pleasure of acquaintance with him, and we anticipate 
finding in him, in behalf of the American Bible So- 
ciety, a man of like spirit, aims, and energy with his 
predecessor. 

Immediately following this meeting, the yearly 
gathering of the Bulgarian Evangelical Society will 
convene at Sophia. It is the first time that such a 
meeting has been held at the capital. The comple- 
tion of the new church now renders such gatherings 
practicable at that centre. Your Society, as well as 
ours, is much interested in the welfare of this indi- 
genous evangelical society. 

During the past year we have labored diligently 
for the circulation of the Scriptures throughout the 
land, by means of the depositories at various centres, 
and the colporteurs, whose duty it is to leave no 
place unvisited. Owing to the hard times we have 
not kept the sales up to the average of former years. 
Yet we do not find any decrease of interest among 
the people, or any ground for discouragement or for 
remitting our efforts. It is true that there is a great 
deal of indifference and some infidelity among the 
people. Neither church nor school is, in general, a 
nursery of piety, or of true devotion. European 
morals (or immorals) threaten this land. But this 
condition of things shows how essential and indispen- 
sable are the efforts of all who would uphold and 
strengthen and purify faith. God’s word, Christian 
literature, Christian schools, the oral preaching of the 
word—all vitalized by God’s Spirit—are the means by’ 
which we trust, and which are now operating upon 
this people. _ 

Weare trying to get the Scriptures into all homes, 
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all schools, all prisons, all hospitals, and among the 
rank and file of the army. From year to year, we 
think we find among the people less suspicion in 
regard to our work, and more appreciation of it. 
Many in authority favor our efforts; and frequently 
we meet incidents which give basis to our belief that 
many souls throughout the country, of whom we 
know nothing, are refreshed, strengthened, and quick- 
ened by God’s word. Recently the mother of the 
present Minister of Public Instruction said to one of 
our number: ‘‘ When I was forty-five years of age, 
I could not read a word; but I learned in order that 
I might read your Bible, and now it is my comfort 
day and night.” 

We may properly at this time again express our 
satisfaction that your Society has undertaken to print 
a pocket edition of the Bible in Bulgarian. This work 
has now reached some place in Deuteronomy. The 
people are already asking if it is ready, and when it 
will be ready. We trust its publication will be carried 
forward as rapidly as possible, and we anticipate 
quite an extensive sale of it as soon as it is finished. 

We deem it most important that we unitedly urge 
forward with all rapidity the evangelization of this 
region while the door of opportunity is wide open. 

With earnest prayers for the Bible work in all lands, 

In behalf of the European Turkey Mission of the 
AB, C.F. M., Yours most sincerely, 

G. D. Marsu. 


NORTH CHINA. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE NORTH CHINA MISSION 
A. B.C. F. M., TUNG CHOU, MAY, 1889. 


Your correspondent notes with pleasure the recent 
issue by the Bible Society of editions of the Gospels 
in large type, upon Chinese paper and bound in 
Chinese style, editions which will be of immediate 
value for the use of older Chinese women, pupils in 
the day-schools, and all readers who, for any reason, 
require a book in large, clear type. Another book 
which the Society has just published, and which the 
Mission depositaries at the various stations will be 
glad to receive, is the New Testament in medium 
size, Chinese style, price five cents, which has the 
term for God more commonly used in the Mission. 
A desideratum in the same line is an edition of the 
New Testament, small size, for three cents. A copy 
of the Testament bound in gilt, with flexible covers, 
though sold at what is, to Chinese purchasers, the 


high price of one dollar, is a favorite edition with — 


those who are able to purchase it. 

Sales of Scriptures have continued at the different 
stations, much as in past years, Pao-Ting-fu reports 
sales of $14 13, gold, for the year, and Kalgan of 
$1 20, gold, for the same time, each being less in 
amount than the return for the previous year. P’ang 
Chuang, in Shantung; reports sales of Scriptures and 
Christian books as being made to Christians, that 
region not being a reading district, so that books do 
not sell readily among the people at large. At 
Tientsin there is a bookshop opened by the ‘station 
adjoining the chapel, which 1s in a populous quarter 
of the city, where books and Scriptures have been 
kept on sale, Ci 


BisLE SociETY REcoRD. 


Volume 34. 


Some acquaintance with the views of native breth- 
ren leads the writer of this report to emphasize the 
value of other Christian books, employed along with 
or in preparation for the Scriptures, to acquaint the 
minds of those who are not Christians with the 
truths of Christianity, and thus prepare the way 
for the gospel narratives, which at first present 
themselves to a heathen mind in so strange a 
dress. 

A memorandum from Dr. Blodget, forwarded by 
the Peking station, announced that the version of 
the New Testament in simple wen, prepared by him- 
self and Bishop Burdon upon the basis of the Union 
Mandarin version now in use in North China, was 
being printed in Foochow, the American Bible Soci- 
ety having assumed the expense of a part of the 
edition. Dr. Blodget stated that he and Bishop 
Burdon would be glad to have others associated 
with them in perfecting the version, with an equal vote 
in determining the text, and that Rev. Mr. Wherry, 
of the American Presbyterian Mission, had already 
consented to take part in the work. The memoran- 
dum stated that the design had been to make the 
version very simple, so as to be understood by the 
common people; but that there might be need ulti- 
mately of a version in the most terse and concise 
form of the wem, and of still another version in a 
medium style. 

In concluding this report, your correspondent 
would express the constant indebtedness of the 
Mission to the Agent of the American Bible Society 
at Shanghai, Dr. L. H. Gulick, and also the hope 
that the health trip to Japan, which his many labors 
have necessitated, may result in the entire restoration 
of his health. 

Over all we would express the confidence that, 
with every passing year, the word of God is being 
more widely disseminated and more truly under- 
stood, and is becoming the bread of life to increas- 
ing numbers of this people. 

For the Mission, E. E>AIKEN, 
Correspondent, 


AMONG THE GREEKS IN TURKEY. 


Mr. and Mrs. Sampson, of Salonica, who though 
residing in European Turkey labor among the 
Greeks, report many tokens of encouragement in the 
work among that people during the past year. The - 
New Testament has been generally introduced into 
the public schools, and in one of the most important 
Greek centres the most prominent member of the 
sctool board made the significant remark: ‘‘I have 
ordered the New Testament to be read regularly, and 
have strictly torbidden all observations or interpreta- 
tion. This will cut at the root all the false traditional 
teaching which I have found it so hard to be freed 
from myself, while the truth will be left to have its 
proper work.’ Under these circumstances it is not 
a matter of surprise to hear Mr. Sampson say that a - 
village has sent him a written request, signed by 
eighteen of the chief men, for an evangelical teacher 
and preacher, the people offering to bear a large pro- 
portion of the expense.—Report of the Foreign Mis- 
sion Committee of the Presbyterian Church, 
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HAWAITAN BOARD, 


One of the most successful issues of the publication 
department has been that of an 18mo edition of a 
thousand Hawaiian Bibles. The work has been done 
by the Bible Society of New York, which generously 
bore one-half of the cost of the issue. The cost 
therefore to us of these Bibles is such that they can 
be sold at the reduced price of one dollar a volume. 

The great undertaking of translating the entire 
Bible into the Gilbert Island tongue is being pressed 
by Mr. Bingham with untiring constancy. The ad- 
vance this year is from Numbers to II. Kings, inclu- 
sive. Mr. Bingham is being assisted by Mr. M. Kaure, 
a Gilbert Islander. — 7wenty-sixth Report of the 
Hawaiian Evangelical Association, 


THE BIBLE IN THE PACIFIC. 


In a volume bearing this title and published in 
London in 1888, the Rev. A. W. Murray, a veteran 
missionary of the London Missionary Society, has 
gathered up a great deal of interesting information to 
show what has been accomplished in translating and 
publishing the Scriptures in the islands of the Pacific, 
from the commencement of mission work in Tahiti, 
in 1797, to the present time. No volume which we 
recall exhibits more fully than this the intimate rela- 
tion between the Bible and the missionary societies, 
and the amount of time and labor which needs to be 
expended in preparing the Scriptures for pagan and 
illiterate people. The numerous facts falling under 
the observation of the author are supplemented by 
extensive correspondence and by printed works, and 
many of the narratives have the fascination of a 
romance. 

It was in 1817 that the first steps were taken toward 
printing the gospel in Polynesia, in the Tahitian ver- 
sion of the Gospel by Luke, prepared by Rev. Henry 
Nott. The translation of the Bible was completed in 
1835, and 3,000 copies were printed in London. Edi- 
tion after edition has followed, and the unabated de- 
mand proves the Tahitians to be a Bible-reading and 
a Bible-loving people. / 

Work on a Rarotonga version began in 1827, and 
twenty years afterward the completed Bible was put 


“to press in London. A second and third edition fol- 


lowed, and when, in 1884, it was revised in order that 
stereotype plates might be cast, the reviser pro- 
nounced the work of the translators to be ‘‘ beyond 
all praise for idiomatic purity, nervous strength, and 
beauty.” 

Six missionaries who went to Samoa in 1836, ap- 
portioned among themselves the books of the New 
Testament, each promising to do his best to translate 
them as soon as his knowledge of the language and 
other engagements would allow. The first edition 


‘of the New Testament was printed in Samoa, the 
second, consisting of 15,000 copies, in London. The 


- translation of the Bible was finished in 1855, and has 


ve eee 


gone through numerous editions, 
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Mr. Murray’s work goes on to speak of three other 
versions of the Bible in Eastern and Central Poly- 
nesia—the Tongan, the Fiji, and the Maori, besides 
translations of the New Testament and portions of 
the Old Testament in Niue and Rotuma. He passes 
then to Western Polynesia, the New Hebrides and 
the Loyalty Islands, and ends with the Hawaiian 
Islands and Micronesia, 

This latter part of the volume is summarized as 
follows by a writer in The Australian Presbyterian: 


In the New Hebrides there is a Babel of tongues, 
but missionaries of the Presbyterian Church have re- 
duced twelve of them to writing. Bishop Patteson, 
and some of the missionaries connected with him, 
did the same for afew more. Rey. Dr. Codrington, 
late of the Melanesian Mission, prepared a vocabu- 
lary of forty Polynesian languages, several of which 
are of the New Hebrides. But translation has been 
chiefly done by the Presbyterian missionaries. The 
New Testament, in Aneityumese, was the work of 
Messrs. Geddie and Inglis, and was printed in Lon- 
don by the Bible Society, under the care of Rev. Dr. 
John Inglis, in 1862. The Old Testament followed, 
under the same care, in 1879 to 1881. The whole of 
the Islanders have been Christianized. The New 
Testament in Efatese, has been printed lately in Mel- 
bourne, under the care of Rev. D, Macdonald, and is 
the work of the editor and of Rev. J. W. Mackenzie. 
The Gospel of St. Mark was translated by Rev. D. 
Morrison. Other portions have been prepared. 
Genesis was translated by Rev. James Cosh, M. A., 
who was attached to the mission for a few years. 
The ‘Tannese New Testament, prepared by Revs. 
Messrs. Neilson and Watt, is now ready for the press, 
In Eramangan, the Gospels of St. Matthew and St. 
Luke, the Acts of the Apostles, and the Books of 
Genesis and Jonah, have been printed, and are the 
work of the lamented and martyred Gordons, and of 
Rev. H. A. Robertson. In Fotunese, a Harmony of 
the Gospels, prepared by Rev. J. Copeland, and the 
Book of Acts, by Dr. Gunn, have been printed in 
Sydney. In Aniwan, Rev. J. G. Paton has prepared 
and carried through the press the Gospels of St. 
Matthew, St. Mark, and St. John, and a few of the 
shorter Epistles. Rev. P. Milne has rendered a selec- 
tion of extracts, the Gospels of St. Matthew and John, 
and the First Epistle of St. John, which have been 
printed for the people of Nguna and: neighboring 
islands. He has two other Gospels and the Acts of 
the Apostles ready for the press, and hopes to have 
the entire New Testament in the hands of the people 
very soon. In other Islands, the Gospel of St. Mark 
for Epi, and a few extracts, have been all that are yet 
printed. We hope that ultimately one Bible may 
suffice for the Efatese and its dialects in ten islands. 

“The Loyalty Islands have been evangelized by the 
London Missionary Society, and their agents have 
translated the New Testament, Genesis, Exodus, and 
the Psalms for the people of Maré; the New and Old 
Testament for Lifu. The latter is scarcely yet out of 


the press in London. The New Testament and the 


Psalms have been printed for Uvea. Messrs. Creagh, 
Jones, Macfarlane, and Ella have accomplished this 
work, pea , 
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In New Britain and Duke of York Islands, the 
Wesleyan missionaries began in 1875. Already the 
languages have been reduced to writing, and the 
Gospels of St. Matthew and St. Mark have been 
printed in Sydney for New Britain. 

New Guinea was added to its stations by the Lon- 
don Missionary Society in 1871, and amidst many 
difficulties the work of the gospel has been advanced 
by a band of noble pioneers—Revs. W. G. Lawes, J. 
Chalmers, and S. Macfarlane. The Gospel of St. 
Mark was first printed in the Motu dialect, and other 
Gospels in 1884. Two Gospels have been translated 
into the language of Murray Island. 

In the North Pacific, Christianity had a remarkable 
success. The Hawaiian Islands were the sphere of 
American missionaries. In 1832 the New Testament 
appeared in print, and in 1839 the Old Testament 
followed. The entire people have been taught to 
read, and Christian government has been established. 
A marvellous transformation occurred on Hawaii. 
The native church has fifty ordained ministers of its 
own, and raises £6,o00 a year. No new American 
missionary has been sent for twenty years. From 
that church native evangelists were sent to various 
islands of Micronesia. A few American missionaries 
were also commissioned; and as the result, several 
islands have been evangelized.. The New Testament 
has been printed for the Gilbert Islands, and was 
chiefly the work of Rev. H. Bingham. In the Mar- 
shall Islands an entire New Testament was translated, 
and it was printed in New York in 1885. In the lan- 
guage of the Caroline Islands various extracts and 
the Gospel of St. John have been printed for Strong’s 
Island, and the entire New Testament for Ponape, or 
Ascension Island. For the Mortlock Group the New 
Testament was printed in New York in 1883. For 
the Marquesas Island the Gospel of St. John and 
other extracts have been issued from the press. 
Three hundred islands of the Pacific are now evan- 
gelized by the missionary enterprise of this century. 

The fiftieth anniversary of the completion of the 
Hawaiian Bible was celebrated in Honolulu, last June, 
by the Hawaiian Evangelical Association, and an ad- 
dress was delivered on the occasion by the Hon. A. 
F. Judd, giving a graphic history of a work which 
occupied eight of the pioneer missionaries for fifteen 
or twenty years. We propose to print a translation 
of this address in the next number of the Bible So- 
ciely Record.’ 


Y 


VERSIONS OF THE BIBLE IN CHINA. 


Misrepresentations about mission work in foreign 
lands by men who are bitterly prejudiced or grossly 
ignorant often afford the opportunity for stating the 
exact truth, and the latest illustration of this is fur- 
nished by remarks widely published and imputed to 
a naval officer now stationed in Washington, which, 
if they were even founded on truth, would be dis- 
paraging to the work of missions in China and Corea. 
The Rev. S. L. Baldwin, D.D., one of the most com- 
‘petent witnesses anywhere to be found, has shown in 
The Christian Advocate how thoroughly false are the 
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statements referred to, in every particular. What is 
said about Chinese versions of the Scriptures will be 
of special interest to the readers of the Record. 


Dr. Baldwin says: “ This gentleman is further repre- 
sented as saying: ‘You will understand with what 
feelings the Chinese regard the, translation of the 
Bible which the missionaries have prepared for them, 
when you know that it is in a lingo which stands in 
the same relation to the Mandarin tongue—or classical 
language of the country, which is used in court and is 
the official language of the country—that an obscure 
negro dialect of Louisiana stands with the classical 
English.’ 

“This sentence is a remarkable exhibition of the 
ignorance of the person uttering it, of all the facts in 
the case. Had he taken any pains whatever to ascer- 
tain the truth in the matter, he would have known 
several things which he does not now appear to 
understand. 

‘‘ First, that several versions of the Bible have been 
made by the missionaries into the classical language 
of the country, and that one of those versions, at least, 
is acknowledged by the best scholars of the empire 
as being in very excellent Chinese style. He would 
have known that the Mandarin and the classical lan- 
guage are not the same, as he implies in his state- 
ment, but that the Mandarin dialect is one among 
many dialects of the country, though having a far 
greater range than any of the others, and being the 
dialect in use as the official language. He would 
have known that in addition to the classical transla- 
tion, the missionaries have also prepared colloquial 
translations in this Mandarin dialect and in the other 
dialects of the country. He would have known, 
moreover, that instead of these dialects bearing any 
such relation as that of an ‘ obscure negro dialect’ to 
the ‘classical English,’ they are the only language in 
which the people speak, and the classical language is 
simply a written language, and that when a person 
reads from a book printed in the classical language 
to the people, he translates it into the colloquial 
dialect as he reads. 

“Tt is further represented that this gentleman was 
asked the question, ‘ How did it happen that this mis- 
take [of using colloquial, instead of classical lan- 
guage] was made?’ And he is represented as 
answering : ‘Simply because, when the missionaries 
located in Foochow, they learned the language of 
that locality, and of course, could use no other, either 
in speech or to write in making a translation.’ 

“Why the missionaries at Foochow are singled out 
in this instance as beginning this great mistake of 
translating books in the colloquial instead of the 
classical language, it is not easy to understand. This 
‘unprejudiced observer’ ought to have known that 
the first translation which was made of the Bible 
by the learned Dr. Morrison, the first missionary to 


China, was made in the classical language, and that _ 


many other works were printed in the classical lan- 
guage before colloquial translations were made, and 
the reason for making them was not at all that which 
he states, as the missionaries in Foochow and else- 
where were freely reading and making great use of 
books in the classical language; but, because the vast 


multitudes of the people were unable to read and 
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understand books printed in the classical language, 
it was deemed advisable to prepare books in col- 
loquial which hard-working men and women could 
learn to read in a few weeks, and some of the most 
eminent scholars in China have been engaged in 
putting the Scriptures and other books into the col- 
loquial for this purpose. 

“This ‘unprejudiced observer’ seems to have failed 
to learn that astronomical, geographical, mathemat- 
ical, surgical, and medical works of the very highest 
order have been translated by these very mission- 
aries, whom he describes as being ‘ten degrees lower 
than the Salvation Army,’ into the classical language 
of the empire; works which are used to-day by the 
highest officials of the government, and with which 
many of them have expressed the greatest satisfaction. 

*“In conclusion, we wish to say that it is amazing 
that reputable papers, with sources of accurate infor- 
mation open to them, should continue to publish such 
absurd twaddle, as if it were testimony worthy of the 
attention of the American people. 

“What possible reason is there for calling this man 
an ‘unprejudiced observer,’ in the face of the wildly 
absurd statements made by him, and of the evident 
animus against missions which pervades his whole 
statement? The probability is that, like some other 
men who visit those distant lands, he never took the 
pains to visit a mission church, to see a Christian 
congregation in session, to go on a circuit trip with 
any missionary—all of whom would have been glad 
to give him the facilities for doing so—but that he 
received his views and made up his report from asso- 
ciation with men whose lives are in constant conflict 
with the teachings of Christianity, and who look upon 
the missionaries as a nuisance which they would 
gladly get rid of.”’ a 


DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT. 


EXTRACTS FROM MONTHLY REPORTS OF DISTRICT 
— SUPERINTENDENTS. 


ARKANSAS.—The work of this month has been 
exhaustive, the heat having been intense. I have 
attended the anniversaries of the following auxiliary 
Bible societies, viz. : 

Carolina and Vicinity, Okolona, Independence 
County, Washington County, and Morrilton, Re- 
ports of each auxiliary, with the work done by 
each, has been forwarded to you. Excellent congre- 
gations were in attendance at each of these meet- 
ings—Presbyterians,Cumberland Presbyterians, Meth- 
odists, Baptists, and Christian, all having closed 
their houses of worship, and having invited their con- 
gregations to meet together at the times and places 
these meetings were held. Collections were taken 
at all these meetings, either for the local treasuries 
or for the general work of the Parent Society, and 
these collections were gratifying. 

The local societies, with the encouragement and 
assistance of pastors, have agreed-to canvass Bates- 
ville and all other towns in Independence County, 
Morrilton, and Fayetteviile, and Rev. Mr. Scrovy, of 
Eureka Springs, and Rev. Dr. Sample, of Russellville, 
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bind themselves to have Eureka Springs, Russellville, 
and Alma, carefully canvassed. 


KANSAS.—Four annual meetings have been held 
during the month. ‘The first was the Chanute and 
Vicinity Bible Society. The second was in Parsons, 
an important railroad town in Labette County. The 
meeting was held in the Baptist Church. Every 
seat was filled, and some stood up the greater part 
of the time. The attention was excellent throughout, 
and all seemed glad to have the Bible work revived. 
Cash and pledges, over $50. 

The fourth annual meeting was that of Marion 
County, North, Bible Society. The meeting had 
been well advertised. Collections were taken in 
some of the churches in the morning. The audiences 
were good. 

These gifts and pledges may seem very small to 
you, but are generous considering the condition of 
the majority of the people. The corn crop is very 
promising, and will undoubtedly be the largest ever 
raised in this State. We have much to be thankful 
for, and not the least is what the American Bible So- 
ciety has done and is doing for Kansas. 


KENTUCKY AND TENNESSEE.—During the month 
I made one visit to the eastern part of Kentucky. 
The remainder of the month was spent in the western 
part of this State, in visiting the McCracken County 
and the Hopkins County auxiliaries, and in re-organ- 
izing the Union County Bible Society. 

In the intervals of the Sabbaths, I had appoint- 
ments at Vanceburg, Marion, Uniontown, Corydon, 
and Slaughterville, all in Kentucky. One hundred 
miles of new railroad have been completed in that 
section of West Kentucky visited. It has awakened 
new interests and made a demand for our work. 
The frequent rains operated considerably against the 
success of several of the appointments; yet by refer- 
ence to the statistical report, you will see that the 
results were encouraging. We are at this writing 
inaugurating the canvass of the city of Covington. 
The canvass of the counties of Lewis in Kentucky, 
and Trousdale in Tennessee, has been finished during 
the month, 

MICHIGAN AND WISCONSIN.—Twenty auxilary visi- 
tations, requiring over two thousand miles travel, 
together with the other duties of a Superintendent, 
have made the month one of unusual labor. 

The auxiliaries visited show encouraging results 
when viewed in contrast with their condition of a few 
years ago. 

The first Sunday was spent in Kewaunee County, 
Wis., where we reorganized the work to meet the 
needs of the people. While here I learned of an in- 
teresting fact: A few years ago, a poor, disappointed 
Romanist had planned to commit suicide by repairing 
to a secluded point on the bay and drowning himself. 
As he was starting a Bible distributer met him and 
spoke kindly, and put into his hand a copy of God’s 
word. He read and pondered the truth, changed his 
purpose, and is a happy, prosperous man to-day. 

The second Sunday was spent in Clintonville, 
where we organized a Bible committee to meet the 
wants of the immediate locality. The necessity of 
organization is seen from the fact that in this com-_ 
munity a few years ago, a colporteur of the American 
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Bible Society found between one and two score fam- 
ilies destitute of the word—all living in sight of three 
evangelical churches—showing that the work of Bible 
distribution is not looked after through the ordinary 
methods of local church work. 

The third Sunday was spent at Alpena. Your 
Superintendent preached in the morning in the Con- 
gregational Church, in the afternoon spoke at the 
Baptist Church, and in the evening we held the anni- 
yersary exercises, which was an occasion of much 
interest. Five churches united in the meeting and 
made an offering of $60, besides an individual contri- 
bution of $25. 

The fourth Sunday was spent in Manistee. In the 
morning I spoke in the Methodist Episcopal Church ; 
in the evening the anniversary was held, with ad- 
dresses by pastors of Congregational and Baptist 
Churches, and by your Superintendent. 

During the month we have received notice of very 
interesting meetings held by Bible societies in Ionia 
County, Ottawa County, and Ashland County. 


MINNESOTA AND Daxota.—During the month the 
Jordan Branch Bible Society, the Belle Reaine Bible 
Society, the Meeker County Bible Society, and the 
Kandiyohi County Bible Society, were visited. 

Scarcity of work and dullness of business make 
money scarce at present, but the crops are promising 
in Minnesota, and it is hoped money will be more 
plentiful and contributions more liberal in a few 
months. 

Reports from Dakota show the crops on account 
of drouth to be unusually light, but I hope the con- 
tributions for the Society will not fall below those of 
previous years. 


NEBRASKA, COLORADO, AND WYOMING TERRITORY. 
—The storms of the past month have greatly inter- 
fered with my work. I drove seventeen miles to my 
first appointment. When about half way we encoun- 
tered what had been a cloud-burst. The water in the 
road was to the axle of the carriage. I spent this 
Sunday evening with the Burt County Bible Society, 
at Tekoma. ‘The meeting was in the Baptist Church. 
‘The pastors of the Baptist, Presbyterian, and Metho- 
dist Churches, participated in the services. 

Red Willow County Bible Society’s anniversary 
was the next one attended. It was held in the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church of Indianola, Neb. The pas- 
tors of the Congregational and Methodist-Episcopal 
Churches took part in the services. Your Superin- 
_tendent delivered the address. The last Sunday was 
spent with Saunders County Bible Society at Wahoo, 
Neb. I preached in the Congregational Church in 
the morning, and the anniversary services of the Bible 
society were held in the Methodist Episcopal Church 
in the evening. It was a union meeting composed of 
Methodists, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Chris- 
tian, and Reformed Presbyterians. Everywhere I 
go the Bible Society has good friends, and the inter- 
est manifested is encouraging. 


New York.—My Sabbaths in July were occupied 
at Newark Valley, Oneonta, Warrensburgh, and Lake 
George. I spoke for our cause and took offerings 
for the local auxiliaries at each place, four Methodist 
Episcopal Churches, two Presbyterian, and one Bap- 
tist, uniting in the services... I also addressed two 
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union services, one in a Methodist Episcopal Church, 
the other in a Baptist Church, and one open air 
service conducted by the village pastors in a park. 

Lewis County Society’s agent has completed two 
months’ service, supplying sixty-seven destitute fam- 
ilies ; and Broome County’s agent, has resumed work 
with vigor. 


OREGON, WASHINGTON, IDAHO, AND MONTANA— 
The entire month has been devoted to the Bible work 
in Montana. The ist of the month found me at 
Helena, the capital of the Territory. On the 5th I 
visited and, by invitation of Bishop Goodsell, ad- 
dressed the Montana Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church at Helena. The conference adopted 
a favourable report on the Bible cause. 

Sabbath, the 7th, I devoted to the interests of the 
work at Deer Lodge. I occupied the pulpit at the 
Methodist Episcopal Church South in the morning. 
In the evening a union service was held at the same 
church, the Episcopal, Christian, Presbyterian, and 
Methodist Churches with their pastors joining in the 
services. Rev. Mr. Howard, Elder Dunlap, and your 
Superintendent, addressed the meeting. The Deer 
Lodge County Bible Society, centering at the city of 
Deer Lodge, has increased its sales and collections 
during the year, 

On Thursday evening, the 11th, the annual meeting 
of the Beaver Head County Bible Society was held 
at the Episcopal Church in Dillon, and was addressed 
by your District Superintendent. This society has 
increased its sales during the year. 

Silver Bow County Bible ‘Society reports an increase 
both in sales and collections for the year. 

On Thursday evening, the 25th, the annual meeting 
of the First Bible Society of Montana was held at the 
rooms of the Young Men’s Christian Association, in 
Helena. The year has been one of success with this 
society in its work. Books have been sold to the 
value of $126 15; and $75 15 have been collected for 
the Bible cause. Additional collections will be made. 


Trexas.—The Houston German Bible Society held 
its annual meeting in the German Baptist Church of 
that city. Four German churches unite in this society. 
The attendance was large, good interest and good 
results, The worthy president, Rev. W. Hackman, 
had arranged a programme of good speakers, with 
suitable music. The cash collection was $30 25— 
larger than last year. On the same day, two Sunday 
schools of the above churches—Evangelical German 
Lutheran and Methodist—contributed $10 25. They 
made it “ Bible-Day.’’ Of these collections tne Parent 
Society gets $25 25 for its general work. The re- 
mainder is retained to increase the stock of Bibles in 
the depository. Each year | find a gratifying growth 
in this society. ; 


Ir is said that the most valuable book in the world 


is a Hebrew Bible at the Vatican in Rome. In T5i2 


Pope Julius, then in great financial straits, refused to 
sell it to a syndicate of rich Venetian Jews for its 
weight in gold. The Bible weighs more than 325 
pounds, and is never carried by less than three men. 


The price refused by Pope Julius was, therefore, 


about $125,000, and that too when gold was worth at 
least thrice what it is now, ~ ee ; 


‘ 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


For the Bible Society Record. 
A MORNING SONG FOR ONE IN PERIL. 
Psaum fii. 
O Lord, how fast my foes increase; 
How many rise against my peace, 
And at my sorrow scoff. 
**There is no help for him,” they say— 
** Now let us make his soul our prey, 
His God has cast him off.” 


But thou, my shield around me spread, 

Thou dost uplitt my drooping head, 
Thou art my glory still. 

To thee I call in every grief, 

And thou dost swiftly send relief 
From thine own holy hill. 


I laid me down, O Lord, and slept; 
I waked, in peace and safety kept, 
Thine arm my pillow made. 
And now, though myriads in their wrath 
Encamp around my morning path, 
I will not be afraid. 


Arise, and saye me, O my God, 
Who oft before, with wrathful rod, 
Hast smitten down my foes. 
Salvation, Lord, belongs to thee, 
Thy blessing on thy people be, 
- Their hopes on thee repose. 
—Edward A. Coltier, 


re 


WASHINGTON’S BIBLE. 


The following extracts are from an address before 
the Massachusetts Bible Society, May, 1889, by the 
Hon. Robert C. Winthrop: 

The recent great celebration at New York, I need 
hardly say, has awakened a new interest in every- 
thing relating to Washington, and my own attention 
has been called to an item in his will, as written by 
his own hand only five months before his death, dis- 
posing of a copy of the Bible. The item is as follows: 

“To the Reverend, now Bryan Fairfax, I give a 
Bible in three large folio volumes with notes, pre- 
sented to me by the Right Reverend Thomas Wilson, 
Bishop of Sodor and Man.” 

Now, the Right Reverend Thomas Wilson, Bishop 
of Sodor and Man, is recorded as having died on the 
7th of March, 1755, in the 93d year of his age, and the 
question has well been asked, how could he have pre- 
sented a Bible to Washington? In 1755 Washington 
was only twenty-three years of age. He had, indeed, 
already distinguished himself as a young provincial 
officer, and had obtained no little local celebrity. 
There was, moreover, a pupil and protegé of Bishop 
Wilson, who had come over to Maryland in 1745— 
the Rev. Thomas Bacon, who was an Episcopal 
minister at Dover, in that State, for more than twenty 
years, and who might have been in the way of hear- 
ing and knowing something of the young Washington, 
and of securing for him the favor of his own vener- 
able friend and patron, the Bishop of Sodor and Man, 

But, unless I am mistaken, the Bible annotated by 
the saintly bishop, as he is often styled, was not pub- 

‘lished until after his death, and some other solution 


is thus needed for the problem. My friend, Mr, | 
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Benson J. Lossing, of New York, who is an author- 
ity, and almost an umpire, on all that relates to 
Washington and Mount Vernon, has kindly suggested, 
in answer to my inquiry,what seems to mea satisfactory 
and conclusive explanation of the whole matter. The 
Bishop of Sodor and Man, it seems, had a son of the 
same name with his own who became an eminent 
doctor of divinity, though never a bishop, and who, 
besides being a voluminous writer himself, was the 
publisher of his father’s works and of this very Bible 
in three volumes. He lived until 1784, after the 
revolutionary war was over, and after Washington 
had surrendered his commission at Annapolis and 
retired to Mount Vernon. There can be little room 
for doubt, I think, that the Bible was presented to 
Washington by this son of the bishop. Having the 
name of the father as the annotator on the title-page, 
it is not surprising that in recalling the Bible and 
bequeathing it to Lord Fairfax, as he drafted his long 
will, Washington should have mentioned it as having 
been presented to him by the bishop himself. Exact 
as Washington was, and carefully written with his 
own hand as this will was, covering twenty-nine or 
thirty pages, and with his autograph signature at the 
bottom of every page, it has still another error, It 
was written, as I have said, only five months before 
he died, but it purports to have been signed and 
sealed on the oth of July, ‘‘in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety, and of the independence 
of the United States the twenty-fourth.” The word 
“nine”? was thus omitted after the word “ninety.” 

There was no mistake, however, as to the Bible 
itself, which was named and appraised in the cata- 
logue of Washington’s library after his death as 
follows : 

Bishop Wilson’s Bible, 3 vols. $60 oo. 

Bishop Wilson’s Works, 1 vol. $15 00. 

I know not where the Bible is now, but it was 
exhibited at Philadelphia in 1876, at the time of the 
great Fourth of July centennial. : 


> 


THE ENGLISH BIBLE AT AN EARLY DAY, 


During the fifteenth century persecution did much 
to check open preaching, but passages from Wycliffe’s 
tracts and texts from the Bible were copied by hand 
and passed about among tradesmen and artisans, 
yeomen and ploughboys, to be pondered over and 
talked about and learned by heart. It was a new 
revelation to the English people, this discovery of 
the Bible. Christ and his disciples seemed to come 


t 


very near when the beautiful story of the Gospels. 


was first read in the familiar speech of everyday life. 
Heretofore they might have seemed remote and 
unreal, just as the schoolboy hardly realizes that the 


Cato and Cassius, over whom he puzzles in his Latin 


lessons, were once living men like his father and 
neighbors, and not mere nominatives governing a 
verb, or ablatives of means or instrument. Now 
it became possible for a layman to contrast the 
pure teachings of Christ with the doctrines and 
demeanor of the priests and monks to whom the 
spiritual guidance of Englishmen had been entrusted. 
Strong and self-respecting men and women, accus- 


tomed to manage their own affairs, could not but be 


profoundly affected by the contrast. a 


} 
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While they were thus led more and more to appeal 
to the Bible as the divine standard of right living and 
right thinking, at the same time they found in the 
sacred volume the treasures of a most original 
and noble literature unrolled before them; stirring 
history and romantic legend, cosmical theories 
and priestly injunctions, profound metaphysics and 
pithy proverbs, psalms of unrivalled grandeur and 
pastorals of exquisite loveliness, parables fraught 
with solemn meaning, the mournful wisdom of the 
preacher, the exultant faith of the apostle, the match- 
less eloquence of Job and Isaiah, the apocalyptic 
ecstasy of St. John. 

Ata time when there was as yet no English litera~ 
ture for the common people, this untold wealth of 
Hebrew literature was implanted in the English mind 
as in a virgin soil. Great consequences have flowed 
from the fact that the first truly popular literature in 
England—the first which stirred the hearts of all 
classes of the people, and filled their minds with ideal 
pictures and their everyday speech with apt and 
telling phrases—-was the literature comprised within 
the Bible. 

The superiority of the common English version of 
the Bible, made in the reign of James IL, over all 
other versions, is a fact generally admitted by compe- 
tent critics. The sonorous Latin of the Vulgate is 
very grand, but in sublimity of fervor as in the un- 
conscious sublimity of strength it is surpassed by the 
English version, which is scarcely, if at all inferior 
to the original, while it remains to-day, and will long 
remain, the noblest monument of English speech. 
The reason for this is obvious. The common 
English version of the Bible was made by men 
who were not aiming at literary effect, but simply 
gave natural expression to the feelings which for 
several generations had clustered around the sacred 
text. They spoke with the voice of a people which 
is more than the voice of the most highly gifted man. 
They spoke with the voice of a people to whom the 
Bible had come to mean all that it meant to the men 
who wrote it. To the Englishmen who listened to 
Latimer, to the Scotchmen who listened to Knox, the 
Bible more than filled the place which in modern 
times is filled by poem and essay, by novel and news- 
paper and scientific treatise. To its pages they went 
for daily instruction and comfort, with its strange 
Semitic names they baptized their children, upon its 
precepts, too often misunderstood and misapplied, 
they sought to build up a rule of life that might raise 


them above the crude and unsatisfactory world into’ 


which they were born.—/ohu Fiske, in the Beginnings 
of New England. 


Ho ————_. 


A GOOD CUSTOM DYING OUT. 


The excellent custom of having the children and 
young people of our church commit portions of 


Scripture and hymns to memory seems to have utterly . 


died out, It is true they are asked for the golden 
text at Sabbath school, but even that is rarely ever 
thoroughly committed. It is more often read from the 
lesson paper. Some people discourage the practice, 
claiming that the child should not be filled with what 
it cannot understand and digest, etc. This is certainly 
a mistake. We fully believe the former custom of 
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having children commit portions of the Bible, and 
choice hymns of the church, to be wholesome mental 
discipline, as well as spiritually profitable. The 
youthful mind, stored with divine truth so tersely 
expressed in the English Bible, has a storehouse of 
comfort to draw from in time of need. These verses 
are the weapons of the Holy Spirjt to combat Satan. 
Should misfortune or sickness overtake an individual 
whose mind is stored with this precious truth, how 
comforting to have such to meditate upon, when per- 
haps his strength will not allow a friend to read to 
him! A man is frequently in situations where he has 
no reading, no one to converse with, nothing but his 
own thoughts. How happy if, like David, he can 
have the truth of God to meditate upon in the 
watches of the night!—New York Evangelist. 


ye 


WHEN people are anxious about their souls, there 
are those who recommend good books. ‘That is all 
right. But I want to tell you that the Bible is the 
best book under such circumstances. Baxter.wrote, 
‘© A Call to the Unconverted ;” but the Bible is the 
best call to the unconverted. Philip Doddridge 
wrote, “The Rise and Progress of Religion in the 
Soul;” but the Bible is the best rise and progress. 
John Angell’ James wrote, ‘‘ Advice to the Anxious 
Sinner ;’’ but the Bible is the best advice to the 
anxious sinner. Search the Scriptures, and if a man 
asks you about Euripides, ask him about Isaiah. If 
he confounds you with the Iliad, quote to him from 
Job. If he stuns you with Demosthenes, question 
him about Paul—7. De Witt Talmage. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The Stated Meeting of the Board of Managers was 
held at the Bible House on Thursday, September ist, 
1889, the Hon. John Jay, Vice-President, in the chair. ' 

Devotional services were conducted by Secretary 
Gilman. 

The death of Dr. William M. Patterson, Agent of 
the Society in Venezuela, was announced, and an 
appropriate minute concerning him was adopted. 

Among the communications presented to the Board 
from foreign lands were the annual tetters from each 
of the four Missions of the American Board in 
Turkey, together with letters from Mr. Prince of 
St. Petersburg, and from the various foreign agencies 
of the Society. ss 

Grants of books to the value of about $3,319 were 
made, upon the recommendation .of the Committee 
on Distribution, including $2,000 for colportage, a 
consignment of books to the La Plata Agency for 
work in Peru, and liberal grants for Lower California 
and West Africa. 

Issues from the Bible House in August, 92,881 
volumes ; issues since April Ist, 407,017 copies. 
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Deceased Life Directors. 
Rey. Stedman W. Hanks, Clifton, Mass. 


Deceased Members. 


Rey. Eliphalet Whittlesey, Elwood, N. J. 
Rey. Daniel W. Havens, East Haven, Ct. 
Rey. Alonzo F. Selleck, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Rey. Stephen Mattoon, D.D., Marion, Ohio. 
Rey. Edmund C. Bittinger, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Mrs. Catharine Huntting, Jamaica, N. Y. 
Col. George Robertson, Windham, N. Y. 
Mrs. John W. Belknap, Lansingburg, N. Y. 
Rey. Darwin Adams, Groton, Mass. 

Rey. Charles Jones, North Abington, Mass. 
Sidney Seymour, Georgetown, Texas. 

Rey. Wm. E. Johnson, Bloomington, IL 
Dr. William Converse, Pasadena, Cal. 

Mrs. James R. Boyd, Geneva, N. Y. 

Mrs. W. W. Watson, Geneva, N. Y. 

Rev. Warren Tyler, Aurora, Dl. 

William Thomas, Jacksonville, Ill. 

Rey. Philip Berry, Danville, Pa. 

Jobn Squire, M.D., Schodack Landing, N. Y. 
Mrs. Joseph B. Wakeley, Sing Sing, N. Y. 
Thomas H. Anderson, Columbus, Ohio. 


Summary of District Superintendents’ Reports for 
the month of July, 1889. 


Number of District Superintendents reporting...... 19 
Auxiliaries, Branches, etc., visited........... piss Seder 144 
Anniversaries attended.................... Sieve a tiem wee 53 
New Societies and Committees formed.......... Seen 4 
Sermons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause 174 
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Letters! sOntilc ce. iissciestrevines es Stonegngoquenonpasdso’ 2,022 
Miles travelled on official duty.. AD ePIC COUOO UT GONOS 30 22,7389. 


Donations and subscriptions secured for Bible cause $1,422 24 


Summary of Bible Distribution in July, by 86 
Colporteurs and 24 County Agents reporting. 


Colporteurs. Co. Ag’ts. 
Days of service........ ayo erate avaererets’s wie acetetacere ae 1,474 551 
Miles ‘travelléd. o.oo... ccs ce ccese ARSBOCEOD ne 18,682 5,163 
Families visited by them..............000s06 24,168 10,695 
Families found without a copy of Scriptures 3,971 1,092 
Families supplied by sale or gift............ 2,444 677 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition. 1,546 620 
Number of DOOKS S01d.........s2cccccecceecs 8,670 1,507 
WELW OL DOOKS SOLA aise sis wayects vreneaanarcie ane $2,883 03 $731 09 
Number of books distributed gratuitously. 2,474 841 
Value of books distributed gratuitously... $525 00 $208 08 
Contributions received................020005 199 93 720 50 


Summary of 77 Annual Reports of Auxiliary Socie- 
ties, received in August, 1889. 


Receipts from sales in twelve months............. «-- $4,069 09 
Receipts from collections and donations............. 1,905 87 
Paid American Bible Society on book account...... 4,133 70 
Paid American Bible Society on donation account.. 933 21 
Expended on their own flields.................0eeeeee ‘ 892 30 
Value of books donated........ SCCOOBCA DOC COOCABELBOGO 822 86 
Value of stock on hand at date...............222-2eeee 6,297 'T4 
No. of these auxiliaries reporting general operations 6 
Collecting and distributing Agents employed....... ‘ 6 
Families visited by them..... Bedlais siealecisien reise cies valerie 8,598 
Families found destitute.............ccccceeesceeeceee 487 
Destitute families supplied......... Susans nisinieateiesisiale 414 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition............ AT 


Sabbath and other schools supplied........... aeralstacas — 
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MISSISSIPPI. Edwards, Hon. J. S., Pawnee City, 
RECEIPTS IN AUGUST, 1889, Jonestown, Meth. Ep. Ch. South...... $22 25 INODGhicts seer ceedeseeces calacoseeteere $5 00 
eae ara: 6 Presbyterian Ch......... - 250 Friend at Saratoga Springs, N. Y.... 25 00 
LEGACIES. se Christine. o>. 2. esses i 25 Goodrich, James A., Schenectady, 
Ballard, Lucretia, late of Buckland ‘ GN Rag Oh cieteasia a a Wee haan Oe Om viettts Soutereleanee 60 00 
Ra BANE SESE is "37S +--ominorce, Meth. Bp-Oh, Bouth;....; 960  Halpenny, Rev.J.H.,MintonvilleKy. 2.00 
Buell, Albert, late of Hartford, Vt... 5000 St. Louis, First Meth. Ep.Ch.South.. 1000 Kelsey, Rev. F.D., Helena, Montana —1:00 
Bolles, Leonora §., late of Astoria, “ Centenary Meth. Ep. Ch... 16 62 London, E: B. T., Ragland peso OC 80. 00 
Nee ar Sine teeastbatinsteh scan tes 2,949 11 “St, Mark’s Ger. Evang. Ch. 699. McLaurin, Rey. J. W., New Orleans, 
Curtis, George, late of Nahant, Mass. 8,000 a LONER AG hase eo brat ale ae wroceee A 
Delaplaine,John F., late of New York 85,000 0 %. I., Whitehall, Micn,..... 
MI, Sart tease late BF Banke: Montana Conference, Meth. Ep.Ch.. 11 50 Pearson, Win if, Saltebusy, Wines + on 
Ville OUIG)... Jc2 s-5os. bocaeaeeewe ones 186 89 ees Roberts, W. H., Wyandotte, Mich.... 5 00 
—— Haz, Sunday School Collection at Strattman, Charles, St. Louis, Mo.. 80 00 
$41,211 25 (through Mary E. Bishop).......... 54 Union Meeting, Senatobia, Miss.. 80 CO 
CHURCH COLLECTIONS. Mission Creek, U.P. Church......... ; 412 “ Byhalia, Miss........ 122 
ALABAMA. NEVADA. “ I pete Robinsonyille, Miss. 20 55 
Guntersvilie Dist. Conf., Meth. Ep. Nevada Mission, M. E. Ch., Annual ss “ Greenville, Miss..... 80 00 
Ch. South......2... esesseerereeees $3 50 Conference..........0060+ Paeseinenes 11 00 ene = 
Lafayette Dist. Cont., , Meth. Ep. Ch. ap sees $675 28 
ieee aN aaa CC eee 26 50 AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 
omer Ys . ‘ 
Secumoesie Meth. Ep. ‘ch. South...... 23 00 New, per tam, pe a Ce. bi Bose as eeneel ay ae. 
ARKANSAS. " iP, Alabama... ..... Ondeigous Seicheaste 
SPaieapillé, Pres. Chis.c...u2..0-<0+00002 11 80 pit ete tg SA raevepee teen? te ag Alton & Vicinity, TIl........ 59 50 
“ Meth. Ep. Ch. Sonihe be » 6 10 : ii aaigy sdk ls Siete r Almont, MIGh. i.eseset secs « 10 41 
Camden Circuit, Meth. Ep. Ch. South 2 00 PENNSYLVANIA. Allegan Co., Mich........... 2 25 
Knoxville, Meth. Ep. Ch.South....... 2065 East Brady, Mcth. Ep. Ch............ : 500 Alpena Co., Mich............ $25.00 68 16 
Little Rock, Colored Meth. Ep. Ch. of Salona and Lamar, Meth. Ep. Chs... 200 Audrain Co., Mo.... 1755 15 00 
VAINGVICH ccs Gace c oceincesee chee: 210 TEXAS. ' Antelope Co., Neb . 15 9% 
Aforrillion, Pres} Chis Pe SseNac sh dees 430 Houston, San Phillipe Street Sabbath Albany sick Vireerices 83 97 
“Sunday School.. 1% LOM Segond oooh: paceepaa dash 49 Alamance Co.,N.C... 4°99 
# Meth. Ep. Ch. South...... 1690 Houston, First German Evangelical Abbeville Co., S.C 80 00 160 00 
7 Baptist: Chiaesee-2ece> es es 250 Luth. Ch. Sabbath School........... 609 Anderson Co.,8. C 52 83 
Richmond, Pres, Ch.....,...00.eeceeeee 20 00 Marshail, Meth. Ep. Ch......... saea 100 epee a oe : es 
_ Rocky Comfort, Meth. Ep. Ch. ace 265  uylor, Pres. Sabbath School........+ 8 70 Salo. ind. . 
Serer MESA Ge Bai Cuil oe. Bt 
San Francisco, Grace M. E. Ch.8.58.. 20 00 Wyoming Territory Mission Conf., Seoue Co. Ky 40 
CONNECTICUT. ; Meth Ep Chev csssaaccosswevasceese 400 Borie Ode ya. 26 
Cheshire, Cong. Ch..<. a, $544 99 Brown Co., KBs ces 27 
North Canton, Meth. Ep. Chichen Hee 200 : : pecans Mile se ea cata 99 
Eijk Sa Eo GIFTS FROM INDIVIDUALS. Bates Co., MO........0cseeee | Ankl 
_ New Orleans, First Pres. Ch........-. 10165 a iston, Rev. Primus, Mechanicsburg, Beaver Head Co., Mon...... 42 
MAINE. OBL0F a. ness cee Hoc Ao Sra chietce seers 1°00 - Burt.Co., Nebi..... ee es aitnen 9 
Thomaston, Meth. Ep. Cl se -.. $00 - Angell, Stephen, New York.... 600 Broome Co.,N. Y...... ..... 84 
MICHIGAN, Altendorfer, B. F., Ashland, Pa oe 4 Panes é ae oe NGYicen ve 
Meth. Ep. Ch.........+ 2 00 Collections by Colportage......... uncombe Co., N. C........+ 
_Baoarasire, oe ates seseseee 4820 Davis, Anna T., Harrodsburg, Ky..... 250 Barnesville & Vic., Ohio.... 89 
800  Detweiler, I.C.M.D., Reading, Pa.. 20000 Burnet Co. Wis.............- il 
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Credited Credited Credited Credited Credited Credited 
as Donation. on Account. as Donation, on, Account. as Donation. on Account. 
Chilton €o., Ala@iccccsssccces $9 65 Flint & Vicinity, Mich....... $52 98 Kent Coj Michic....ccesccsce $49 24 
Carolina & Vicinity, Ark... $9 30 8 90 Franklin Co., Mo..........++ $43 00 Kandiyohi Co., Minn........ 62 77 
Coweta CO., Gain. svece. veces 46 72 Gaincsville, Ala...........066 88 05 8 90 Kewaunee Co., Wis.. 8 87 
Chicago, Ill.... 11 15 Gurdon, ATE,» .vosceeeocesves 18 20 Logan Co., Ark.... 87 66 
CRY COM sc eeseccneeny 40 00 Griggsville, Wetec os 5 85 Lake Co., Ind........ es 80 44 
Carlisle & Nicholas Co., Ky. Tdi G0) + \Grant.Ca,, Ind ssessp. wsaccals 98 18 Leavenworth Co., K8.......+ 11 65 10 09 
Chippewa Co., Minn......... 28 20 Greenup Co., KYy.........+.06 28 10 Lake Linden, Mich.......... 47 67 
Chisago Co., Minn.... 810 104 20 Greene'Co., MO.....-cceceees 41 30 La Peer Co., Mich...... - 58 00 
Custer Co., Mon.... 42 00 Guilford Co., N. Co.csscgeece 3 27 Lauderdale Co., Migs... 21 08 
Cortland Co., N. Y 149 08 Guernsey Co., Ohio.........+ 20 00 Limestone Co., Texas....... 10 00 
Chautauqua Co., N.Y...... 81 00 Greene Co., Ohi0.........06+ 60 00 Lincoln Township, W. Va. 7 5S 19 68 
CaMaeny Ni Y vevicsvvsrcccssve 16 87 Galveston, Texas............ 28 50 Morrilton, Ark is. cassees wae 40) 25 
Columbia Co., N.Y... 92 56 MODS WALK. cticeecteenes vcs es 10 00 McLean Co., Ill....... 8) 00 
Clintonville Bible Commit- Hancock Co., Ind......<..... 25 04 Montgomery Co.,, Ill.. 20 00 
LEU AW iStick tener eeeeae tases 9 80 Hancock Co., Lowa.......... 28 73 Macon Co.,, Ill......... 81 4) 
Calumet Co., Wis..........+ 10 16 Hopkins Co., Ky..........06 61 17 Muscatine Co., Iowa. ees 42 62 
Dardanelle & Vicinity, Ark. 21 15 Hennepin Co., Minn......... 622 19 Mt. Vernon, Iowa........... 179 56 
De Kalb Wool, Geisde est sccea es 17 95 Holl CO, Mrs aucen ea ccc cos 16 00 Mishawaka & Vic., Ind..... 748 
Dalton, Ga....... aa 48 91 Hunterdon Co., N.J.......+. 120 00 McCracken Co., Ky......... 55 
Davis Co., lowa.... 51 00 Highlandey NG iiies scence 21 00. Manistee Co., Mich... ee 19 50 58 19 
Daviess Co., Ind 5 98 Houston German, Texas.... 15 00 84 00 Mason Cé., Michiss:. feiss 10 00 
Dickinson Co., Ks 25 67 Independence Co., Ark...... 20 70 Massachusetts .............45 1,5v0 ¢O 
Deer Lodge Co., Montana... 89 60 Tonia Co., Mich............4+ 40 00 Meeker Co., Minn............ 88 84 
Dawson Co., Montana....... i885 Jefferson Co., Ala........... . 6 50 McCook Bible Com., Neb... 21 99 
Dakota Co., Neb..........005 goo Jennings Co., Ind........... 11 11 McDowell Co., N. C......-20+ 19 95 
PIBROIOOG WiSise0 ans sccieciccse 20 00 Jefferson Co., Ind........... 48 30 Meigs Co., East, Ohio . 85 00 
Dodgeville Welsh, Wis...... 8 60 Jackson Co., Ind wre 18 95 Mayesville, S. C....... Lait 98 
Eureka Springs, Ark 8 05 JEtREY COG Dl eiectisess ve cccs 7 00 Marion Co,8. C.....<cessqeek 81 52 
Emmet Co., Mich............ 15 00 Johnson Co., MO........2..06 16 Memphis & ShelbyCo.,Tenn. 690 00 
Ennis Bible Com., Texas.... 15 %5 Johnson Co., Texas......... 1 065 Milan Co., Texas............ 46 72 
Pronticr, ATK... sic ececucees 19 50 BRON COS Delocccavapeessacws 80 40 00 Manitowoc Co., Wis......... 4) 00 
x = 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


RECEIPTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT. 


Income Returns 
From Sales Sales re- 
Church Gifts Gifts i fro: f 
Legacies. Collec- | from Aux-} from Indi- pic Oat Perporaa pete: by Wietonaxy Fo Sa pers Total Total 
tions, | iliaries. | viduals, | poo oteg tio Trust Tio and other| % Transfers.| Cash. 
% Funds, Societies. 
Cash,......| 41,211 25 544 90 | 1,469 18 675 23 118 05 | 2,883 03 175 00 | 9,068 25} ...... ; 25 56,145 09 
Tramsfers.| 22... Spee SF CON.  caaiats - de atays 82 69 ||\  catecins ofemtatete Seknae 3 00 Ih5 29 
Brom: Auxiliariogs:2f51602)4, 0m semwasEqcvasbasevegeterspeouneanerssiivvg in aaueaadesouysaneanegen yet Aoeuutewas seer 878 27 | 11,261 07 
Aad ited bins a Send andaemarocn lea eiofels  etsue a aToUnNSL Ne ereiote etetarg TEAS 5.0.5 at ches osgisig gigirinidi vies alesww.e os eisiealees OL rie 68 8% 2,424 91 
he ReMisier irene rrsrsegerssgensessnnesene Hoot sins sleiste(als Sinteae slaistesieigs,o/Sslciela Sze quai vinies aeronardeiee san so alc, mists rela 3,041 €8 
*“ Investments subject to Life Interest............. Gsiieiine scene HR Sooke oo resiesace semaines L emaea eee» 125 00 
Pe arabs Munds=Mn Sterling Maly Gils. <yencetnewactoectitss tsa neatinteobttntianutbaameder tart iececcuc mates 500 00 
RECEIPTS FOR MANUFACTURING ACCOUNT. 
Deposito 
Atra! Retail Sales, iene iec bee Job Work, 
CON ck vas Se ae ke eae 1,108 61 107 51 Sens ree ae Sa 1,216 12 
. 7 2 
Transfers........ 2h,788 87 248 68 Porky eae: 460 72 Riese 25,457 65 
_ { pe % 
Lotal qhranshers Voy ex sevice ceng eareneneerad ve fe neice oes on reece eee 26,045 08 


a or te amounts in ITaLIo type are not actual cash taatenatloria but necessa: betwoon ‘aiiterent 
ry PAYEE Lt) hplreceeig? 
? » Departments, to show the net. result of each, ee wee y $85,268 "9 


September, 18809. 


Credited 


Oredited 


as Donation. on Account. 


BrsLE Society ReEcorp. 


Credited 


Credited 


as Donation, on Arcount. 
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FROM SALES OF BOOKS DONATED. 


VASAT ‘CO,, F1.5..ccasccevce $7 45 St. Louis Co., Minn.......... $123 06 Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
Newton Co., Ga.......c... 0. 21 26 Silver Bow Go., Montana..., 186 00 Philadelphia, FG ci oa econ velvet $7 06 
Wewton Co., Ind... ...cccccce 60 St. Louis, Mo........ 100 00 Randall, Rey. C. E., Bull Bay, Ja- 
Mewton Co., Kav. .v.cccccene 90 53 St. Clair Co., Mich. 88 17 MACS Vi cos ai caesevsecees stele heme 100 85 
New Hampshire.............. 2 25 Saline Co., Neb.... ; 6 40 White, Rey. Isaac, Ensenada, Cal... 10 00 
BCU ONE. Jase oe. oo teeeene 188 45 Supertor, Ned.sscvssvcnscees 85 00 Wiley, E. W., Lecompe, La..........+ 64 
New Richmond & Vic., 0... 5 00 Saunders Co., Neb........... 12 67 
BRCOIONG, ATK. .......cccscces 2750 Somerset Co., N. J... 800 00 $118 05 
Orange Co., Fla............06 19 8 Saratoga Co., N. ¥ 100 SALES REPORTED BY FOREIGN 
BREW RURODAC Bs. Jus vcaciceaence 50 00 Shelby Co., Ohio............ 48 87 AGENCIES. 
BOO OO: Ne W505 vcs conan 40 28 St. Croix Co., Wis....... 10 00 Brazil AGENCY: ..c soos sales clever $676 23 
I 6 le a 68 2 Tennessce Riv er, Ala. 3 50 Cuba Agency......:... Bi 63 45 
Oshkosh Welsh Bible Asso- Tuscola Co., Mich.... 27 84 DADAM ARENCY sa vicsise cleo noahieeacteepiden 4,121 18 
PRAMOORE WIS. ccc cc coms ave 6 00 27 50 Tompkins Co., N.Y... 87 00 Lia Plata AGENCY. nccesadedne ovesntemene 1,271 14 
weblog Cox, Col.. ........65.5 25 00 Tidga CoyN. Yuicec.. cee 11 65 IRUBSIA: A PODCY <5 occ oc'ecllecsecticet tmevs 2,022 65 
BORE GO. TOWAs, ..cccccecsece 10 75 IPT AN NG Oe ieee Coaaesce 90 00 10 48 Venezuela AGeEncy.........sescceseeee 818 60 
SS Se 0 | ae | 23 Si Tippecanoe Female, Ohfo.. 12 81 a ae 
Parsons, Ks......... 866: . Tyler Coy W. Va.....csssss. 50 12 06 $9,068 25 
Port Huron, Mich.. *. 4357 Union Co., Ky...... 55 50 MISCELLANEOUS. 
Perkins Co. Neb............ 20 00 Virginia City, Mon. 8 00 Sales by Colporteurs $2,883 03 
BPGRUCINGIS foes conse cocccs ces 80 05 VATEIDIBSG wo gcceineces sees 800 00 Retail Sales............ 1,108 61 
Pennsylvania... .....ccceecs 2,180 18 Washington Co., Ark........ 16 00 Trade’ Bales ...0.csscee. 2,424 91 
Pleasants Co., W. Va........ 6 00 6 84 Walnut Ridge, Ark.......... 89 40 RES OTUGH LA Sete acrcrors herechrcc hae dale a sane 8,041 68 
STOR OS ea eee 48 95 Washington, Me.... is 45 00 Income subject to Life Interest...... 125 G0 
Rockdale Co., Ga............ 48 93 Warren Co., Mo.. 25 00 Income from Trust Funds............ 175 00 
Red Willow Co., Neb........ 30 21 Warren Co., N.Y.... 52 40 Trust Funds, E. Sterling Ely Gift.... 500 60 
BeOlaevibe. IN. On. . ueswecces 81 72 Westchester Co., N.Y. 500 00 Sales of Waste Materials.............. 107 51 
Richland Co., Ohio........... 187 67 Wood Co., Ohio....... 759 MISCOMAMCOUS oi io.5d se caiae sins doe viciecls 25 
Wocky Creek, S.C........... 86 45 Wetzel Co., W. Va. oan 36 45 Ra ane 
®tutteart, Ark............... 8180 Yutan, Nebiotes cacecess<ses 222 400 $10,265 99 
Social Circle, Ga..........5.. 22 00 —_— “ 
Bcott Co., Minn.............. 2 00 18 90 $1,469 18 11,261 07 TObAl RECOlptsacccsncosousersseee ss +14 $74,718 87 
FOR AUGUST, 1889. 
DISBURSEMENTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT. 
BIBLES. 
District Colpor- Grants e 
tas lene Foreign ee B. 8. _| Miscel- i =i ae Total Total 
5 Col To Fi ‘o Life 
and Ex. | and Ex. | Agencies. [other go.| Record. | laneous.| To Colpo o Foreign ee Donated. |Transfers.| Cash. 
age. Agencies. rs. 
penses, penses, cieties. 
3 3 
Oash........| 2,868-71) 2,587 17) 18,020 71) 750 00; 148 83) 411 31) ...-.. arses conage pisces 24,786 28 
Transfers... ase alee’ So cane BSL GG = wee 2,859 87 | 3,269 36 891 50 | 1,997 07 8,869 18 
Avxiliaries—Value of Books Supplied, &C.........ccscccccsccecccecccncccccccccccsscsccssscesccscccsccccccccces| 12,83k bY 100 
The Trade— ts 2g ee SY ra cob ureter orn ole Sane erateTelets ole evalu tals o(als tole loreloia’e’ore’s’oin’e'e e/sts\ /oleie/a"e) s/avelbreinielelolnieye onillt RMON ZO: 
Books for the Blind on Account of Burr Legacy Income........... Roaiciatalat sia alot oeceieters palstelais proPaieSteree oie eareveislotee 61 2h 
Bible House Expewises...........ccccscceece coceees Bees eR ANOIO I Era tw'sis wie alovstereies Sicleta™aisiiN efatclelaase'staisyaie'stanaicle #lelslolesietslare 420 12 
General Salaries and Expenses...... otic owe eciae gi Veture’ovabbacnarabatels viv ie aol @'s.o'siais\alerorstarclaielelaleto(giersie' ats’ elalevern aintaNeie ites 108 8h 2,805 29 
Trust Fund Invested............--cece- cece e cecceee neces sneeesenencceneseteesereres Sod ciacdle enemies tinted ooicine: cele 500 00 
2 
Building Alterations...............2secceeceeeee eae der eth ear emebsa reac Sale Ulelorrere ere Geleates sleet ee Matera treroreidare,ci 242 69 
DISBURSEMENTS FOR MANUFACTURING ACCOUNT. 
EPOSITORY. 
Manuf’g | Building Searion = Discount 
Machin’ry| and Ex- Boxes. Books 
Wages. | Material. | Repairs & dow Hed é& Coole:+|Sperises in: |. Cartage, vo Imported, | 0 Sales. 
expe is Depository anak turned. Duties, etc. 
Cash.......|} 10,290 90] 8,447 96 85 16} 180 05 dias 474 95 | 222 39 Bod 70 60 Bava 19,722 01 
wees | 1,796 29 | 1,781 0 
Transfers..| aeee eeee eoeee ence sievels “OCI te a A 05 17 Me 
Total Transferg........cccccccccsecccccceacccccscereessescerscseesrerssssaseeesereneeeees CSR 
. a 
© Cash Disbursements........sccecccccvcrcvetececsceccncesesrencccceesesecssseeesers eal 54 
temb Lah OM hice Raa als aes dad cee peel oe BOs Odeae 
Cash Balance forward to Septem CL esse eens nersereress 
ansfer as between the different. yt 
— in Iratic type are not actual cash transactions but necessary payments by tr . 
x B he amounts Departments, to show the net result of each. $85,268 79 
+ 
ae 
% 7 
~ 5 \ 
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OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


HON. ENOCH L. FANCHER, LL.D.........-.+-+- President. 
REV. EDWARD W. GILMAN, D.D........ Corresponding 
REV. ALEXANDER MCLEAN, D.D........ Senvetiiee 
REV. ALBERT 8. HUNT, D.D..........-+++ 3 
WILLIAM FOULKE. .......0. 52sec eceenceccccevens Treasurer. 
CALEB T. ROWHD.......cccccccccsescrnvesescos General Agent. 


DIRECTIONS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Letters relating to the general work of the Society in the 
United States or foreign lands, and requests for grants of 
books for distribution at home or abroad, and communications 
for the Bible Society Record, should be addressed to “The 
Secretaries of the American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor 
Place, New York.” 

Letters transmitting funds, and those relating to accounts, 
fiseal reports, Life Memberships, and Legacies, should be 
addressed to “The Treasurer of the American Bible Society, 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for Bibles and Testaments, the Bible Society Record, 
etc., and letters in reference to the transmission of the same, 
should be addressed to “The General Agent of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” - 

Orders for books should be accompanied with payment, as 
the rule of the Society requires that all sales shall be for cash 
only. Vo books are supplied for sale on commission, but as a special 
inducement, a discount of ten per cent. from the catalogue prices és 
made to Auxiliary Societies and dealers in books. 


BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS. 


The attention of the public is invited to the large assort- 
ment of Bibles and Testaments published by the Society, and 
for sale at cost at the Bible House in New York. 

The prices of Bibles vary from twenty cents to twenty-seven 
dollars. Testaments from jive cents upwards. 


DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS. 


FIELD OF LABOR, NAME AND POST-OFFICE ADDRESS, 


Alabama & Florida..:..:..7..... Rev. Z. A. PARKER, 
: Birmingham, Ala, 
PATH AEISUS  o.ctsis stare sis oP svndectaaieoc Rey. W. H. VERNOR, D.D., 
: : Little Rock, Ark. 
California & Nevada............ Rev. JOHN THOMPSON, 
: Oakland, Cal. 
Georgiaseicn easing dancers sae Rev. HERBERT P. MYERS, 

’ Dh _., Barnesville, Ga 
LINO Bs Saitama 8 ds’ ab aise ceaees eae Rey. E. G. SMITH, 

: Princeton, Tl, 
TNCANG Crewisie sinc ssente,see cere. .-Rey. W. J. ViGus, 

' r cae a Wabash, Ind. 
BLOW Ara. ciccis sivtianatiesjsicesiidlstes jst Rev. R. W. HUGHES, 
E . Grinnell, Iowa. 
Kansas.......... piominive welt eas Rey. S. D. STORRS, 
; Topeka, Kansas, 
Kentucky & Tennessee.........Rev. GEO. S. SAVAGH, M.D, 
Covington, Ky. 
Louisiana & Mississippi........Rev. J. W. McLAuRM, - 
_ New Orleans, La, 
Michigan & Wisconsin.......... Rey. ANDREW J. MBAD, 
- Appleton, Wis. 
Minnesota & Dakota............ Rey. Josaua T, Evans, 
Minneapolis, Minn, 
DEISROUTL fa seasons asaceboue rene S Rev. J. W. LEWIS, D.D., 
a St. Louis, Mo. 
Nebraska, Colorado, & Wyo- ak Gro. W. WAINWRIGHT, 
MING Ls. oleae ee Blair, Neb. 
Now Vorkinlancs nantes Rev. DAvip Boyp, 
Oneonta, N. ¥. 
‘North & South Carolina........ Rev. Toomas H. Law, 

: ' Spartanburg, 8. C. 
OBO hs sees beedesce SIGS eR Rey. E. 8. GILLETTE, ; 
tes Cleveland, Ohio, 

gon, Washington Terr’y, | Rev. P. C. HETZLER tems 

Idaho, and Montana..,..... } th Re: Salem, Oregon, 
WOXAS is as scene cecaesmo seeseeeees-ROV. WILLIAM B. RANKIN, 


Austin, Texas, - 


‘West Virginia........ sitseessees-Rey. THOMAS COTTON, 
: Parkersburg, W. Va, 


BrstE SocrETY RECORD. 


club rates; but the money 


ENTERED AT THE POST-OFFICE AT NEW YORK, N. ¥., AS BECOND-CLASS (ararL) MATTER, 


Volume 34. 


NOTICES TO AUXILIARIES. : 
The officers of Auxiliary Societies are requested to forward 


their annual reports to the Parent Society promptly. Blank 


forms will be furnished for this purpose on application. 

Whenever a new society is organized, notice of the event 
should be given immediately to the Parent Society, so that it 
may be recognized. The names‘of its officers and their post- 
office addresses should also be given. 

No society can be considered as haying become auxiliary, 
until it shall have officially communicated to the Parent 
Society that its sole object is to promote ‘the circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures without note or comment ; and that it wil place its sur- 
plus revenue, after supplying its own district with the Scriptures, 
at the disposal of the American Bible Society, as long as wt shat 
remain thus connected with it. 


DONATIONS. 

The payment of thirty dollars at one time constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Member of the Society. The increase of 
the subscription to one hundred and fifty dollars, or the 
contribution of that amount in one payment, constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Director. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, formed 
in New York in the year eighteen hundred and sixteen, the 
sum of , to be applied to the charitable uses and 
purposes of said Society. 


REGULATIONS RESPECTING GRANTS. 


To whom grants are made. Upon suitable application, the 
Board of Managers will make grants of books, to Auxiliary 
Societies and to other responsible parties, for sale and gratui- 
tous distribution. : 

The descriptions of books granted. The Board of Managers 
grant chiefly their cheaper publications, keeping in view tie 
special necessities of the various classes of persons to be 
supplied. Fine and costly books cannot be given away con- 
sistently with the benevolent ends of the Society. 

How to obtain grants. For local work, requests for dona- 
tions of books should be presented first to the Auviliary Soci- 
eties within whose fields the books are to be distributed, and 
whose duty it is to furnish them, if possible. When an Aux- 
iliary is unable to co this, application should be made to this 
Society, with the endorsement of a responsible officer of the 
Auxiliary. ‘ 

Applications from Auxiliaries, and those for general work 
from other parties, should each have the endorsement of the 
District Superintendent. 

Public institutions supported by local or State governments, and 
public libraries, colleges, seminaries, and secular schools, do not come 
within the range of charitable objects. 


The American Bible Society expects that due credit will - 


be given for its donations by those to whom its books are 
confided for distribution. 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. is 


The price of the Bible Society Record to subscribers, for 
1889, will be 30 cents a year, in advance, and the United 
States postage in all cases will be prepaid by the Society. 
Twelve copies will be sent to one address for three dollara, 
in advance. Any life director or life member of this Society 
may receive one copy free of postage by virtue of his mem- 
bership, on the simple condition that the request for it is renewed 
annually. On the same condition a copy will be sent to pas-. 


tors of churches contributing directly to the funds of the 
Society. ; : 


Three copies will be sent, as heretofore,.to the president, ; 


secretary, and treasurer of each auxiliary from which remit- 
tances are received. Other copies may be ordered at the 


the order. | 
Every person who is entitled to the Record and fails te 


receive it, is specially requested to communicate the fact by — 


5 Me 


letter or postal card, giving his post-office address. 
5 Y eet 4 $ 


should in all cases accompany 


@ 


Z 


